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                        Messages from your officers: 
 
Bob Joseph, FC 
 
     The work crews have been assembled and 
the floats will soon be repaired and readied for 
the rapidly approaching boating season. My 
own vessel has already been inspected, 
painted, tuned and ready for service. I look 
forward to many hours of patrols and 
recreational trips with friends and family. 
Even on the windy days I look forward to a 
trip to our marina to mingle with my fellow 
Auxiliarists. 
 
     My focus this year, however, will differ 
somewhat from other years that I’ve served as 
your commander. Flotilla 65 has a number of 
talented members who could improve our 
operation by running for a flotilla elected 
position. The job isn’t difficult but I have 
difficulty understanding why folks are so 
reluctant to enter the race. It is a rewarding 
experience and will bring you in contact with 
many members of varied interests and 
backgrounds. The doors will open to a new 
adventure. I promise! 
 
     Anyone interested in leading the largest 
flotilla in the country? You’ll love it. I do! 
(…and it IS an adventure). Stay safe. Bob 
 

Mary Baumgartner, VFC 
 
     February 16 was a new experience for me 
as I helped organize and attend our Change of 
Watch. When I joined the Auxiliary in 
November 2005, I never envisioned that I 
would be standing next to our FC, Robert 
Joseph, as Flotilla 65’s new VFC 2008. As I 
looked out at all 110 of you in the audience 
that night my thoughts were ‘WHAT am I 
doing here!’ I’m still amazed that I made it 
through that night in one piece. 
 
     Although I had taken on the challenge of 
FSO-CS, designing a new web site for the 
flotilla, becoming a Vessel Examiner and 
Program Visitor under FC Donald Norris, the 
position of VFC seemed daunting. 
 
     Along the way, many of you have stepped 
up to offer me support for which I am very 
grateful. One thing that I know for sure is that 
I have a lot to learn and the more help that I 
have, the better I’ll be able to do the job of 
VFC. 
 
     To that end I attended First Northern’s 
Flotilla Commanders Academy March 7-9 at 
the USCG Air Station Cape Cod which is 
located at Otis Air National Guard Base.



Message from Mary Baumgartner, VFC (continued) 
 
     The Flotilla Commanders Academy is a residential program that operates from Friday evening 
and concludes Sunday mid-day. The format of this “how to” course was first developed in 1989 and 
emphasizes meeting the responsibilities of Senior Unit Officers. 
 
     Prior to attending the FC Academy I received a package of information from COMO Eugene 
Bernstein, DSO-MT, with directions to Air Station Cape Cod and a syllabus of the course. My 
thoughts immediately were ‘WHAT have I gotten myself into!’ Although I considered backing out 
of this commitment, I moved forward knowing it would be the right thing to do. 
 
     My instructions were to report to the Camp Edwards billeting office prior to proceeding to dinner 
at the USCG Air Station Galley at 1645. I checked in at 1600 and was given a key to an apartment 
that I would share with three other attendees of the FC Academy. The best thing I can say about my 
base housing experience is that I had nice roommates. I proceeded to the USCG Air Station Galley 
and met up with the other Auxiliarists for dinner.  
 
     We all arrived at the USCG Air Station Training and Education Building for class at 1830. There 
were 16 participants from many parts of Massachusetts, including Nantucket, Maine and Rhode 
Island. 
 
     Our first task was to learn as much as we could about the background of the Auxiliarist sitting 
next to us in five minutes and be able to introduce him/her to the class. It was an interesting 
experience and wonderful way to meet our classmates. The evening class ended at 2100 and we all 
returned to our apartments. Unfortunately the weather was miserable with high winds and rain and 
sleep seemed not to be a part of the schedule! 
 
     The next two mornings began at 0600. Breakfast at the galley was at 0730 and classes began 
promptly at 0830. Our instructors addressed the duties and responsibilities of the Flotilla Senior Unit 
Officers from the points of view of the District Legal, Information Services, Communications 
Services and Training, and Civil Rights Counselor. There were also presentations outlining 
procedures for running effective meetings, giving out awards and reviewing uniform requirements. 
We had lunch and dinner breaks and ended the day with a Round Table and open discussion. 
 
     Our esteemed instructors included: COMO Bernstein, COMO Renelle LeBlanc DCO, COMO 
Carolyn Belmore (from the Director’s Office), Mary Wheatly DSO-IS, Ed Glod DSO-CS, Paul 
Smith-Valley VCO, Auxiliary Civil Rights Counselor Cecilia Bethoney, COMO Joseph A. Gordon 
DSO-LP, and CDR Peter Nourse, the Director of the Auxiliary. 
 
     COMO Eugene Bernstein is extremely proud of the FC Academy program that he has put 
together. I came away from this educational weekend with a wealth of knowledge, a great respect for 
my fellow Auxiliarists, and a fuller understanding of the meaning of “Fellowship” -- that fun 
cornerstone after Vessel Safety Checks, Education, and Operations. I am proud to wear the little 
gold star on my name badge signifying I am a graduate of the FC Academy. 
 
     My goal is to use this new information to better perform my duties as your VFC. I’ll still need all 
the support and help that you can give me and I encourage you all to participate in the activities 
available in our flotilla. 



     Our Flotilla Staff Officers do an 
outstanding job putting together 
Member Training Programs and Public 
Education Classes. As members of the 
USCG Auxiliary we should all be doing 
what we can to actively promote 
Recreational Boating Safety. Please take 
advantage of these programs and let’s 
become the best flotilla that we can be. 
With close to 400 members strong we 
should be able to make a bold statement 
in promoting the Auxiliary’s message of 
Boating Safety on a local level in and 
around the South Coast. 
 
     I keep our flotilla website current 
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         any suggestions or recommendations. 
 
     In conclusion, my life has been enriched since joining the Auxiliary, participating in the many 
programs that are offered, and meeting so many wonderful people. I look forward to this summer 
and to hopefully getting to meet many more of the members of Flotilla 65. 
 
 

M * E * M * B * E * R 
O * P * P * O * R * T * U * N * I * T * I * E * S  

 
 
AUXILIARY PHOTO CONTEST 
 
All Auxiliarists are invited to enter this year’s photo contest before the deadline of May 1, 2008. 
First place winners will be announced at 2008 NACON in Orlando. 
 
Here are the rules: 
 

1) You have seven categories to choose from -- Public Affairs, Fellowship, Marine 
Safety, Member Services, Operations, Public Education, and Vessel Safety Checks. 

2) The photos must have been taken from January 1, 2007 to May 1, 2008. 
3) The photos may be in black & white or color. 
4) The photos must be in digital .jpg format with a minimum of 3 mega pixels. 
5) Only red eye removal, lighting enhancements, and cropping are permitted. 

 
Entries should be e-mailed to the Photo Contest Coordinator, Joe Cirone, at jpcirone@warwick.net 



AUXILIARY NIGHT AT THE POPS! 
 
On Saturday, May 24, 2008 at 8 p.m., Auxiliarists are welcome to attend the annual fellowship Night 
At The POPS at Symphony Hall in Boston. John Williams will be conducting Hollywood show 
tunes. Tickets cost $50 per person. The deadline for payment is April 10. Tickets will be mailed out 
in early May. Please make your checks payable to USCG AUX 1NR and mail them to Jennifer 
Fletcher, 877 Tucker Road, North Dartmouth, MA  02747. If you have any questions, please contact 
Jennifer at work (508) 997-9821 ext 119 at home (508) 979-8779 or via e-mail:  jldf877@aol.com 
 
 
ANNUAL AWARDS & SPRING TRAINING CONFERENCE 
 
First District North is hosting its Spring Conference from April 25 to 27 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in 
Nashua, New Hampshire. The hotel features an indoor swimming pool, whirlpool, health club, 
restaurant and pub. There is free indoor parking and in-room coffee, iron and hairdryer. Hotel rooms 
cost $87 per night and can be reserved by calling the hotel directly at (800) 227-6963 before April 
11. If you haven’t as yet received your conference flyer, you can read the details by visiting the 
website: http://a013.uscgaux.info/pdf/APR08_Conf.pdf. Highlights include TCT course, which 
requires special pre-registration by contacting the instructor, Gail Fisher at registerTCT@cox.net. 
 
There will be sessions for the following specialties: ATON, AUXAIR, how to use Excel, instructors 
development, Marine Safety Whale Watch, OPS, Program Visitor, Radio-Comms, Recreation Safe 
Boating District Program, VE, swim qualifications, Waterway Watch & Effective Training. 
 
There will be a special Saturday Awards Luncheon & Banquet that costs $27 per person. The 
Saturday Evening Banquet costs $33 pp. Entertainment will be provided by The Idlers -- a musical 
group from the USCG Academy specializing in sea chanteys and patriotic music. Please make your 
meal checks payable to: USCGAUX D1NR and mail them before the deadline of April 11 to: Karen 
Megerdichian, D/AAC, 235 Ash Street #2, Waltham, MA 02453. 
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ATON WORKSHOP 
     On Saturday, April 12, 0930-1700, the First Northern Aids To Navigation (ATON) Team will 
     convene a hands-on workshop on Nautical Chart & Small Craft Facility Update sponsored by 
     Division 7. The classroom sessions takes place at Robinson Trowbridge Center, 10 Heath Lane, 
     Suite 102 (next to Kent Hospital), in Warwick RI. After lunch (on your own) 1145-1300, field- 
     work will follow, at Ponaug Marina (1300-1540) with the final classroom session (1545-1700). 
     The uniform of the day is civilian attire. All participants must review all the documents on the 
     Small Craft Update link and Chart Updating link (www.uscgaan.comwebsite) before attending 
     this workshop. This is a required prerequisite for the class. If you have a handheld GPS and/or a 
     digital camera with download cable and tape measure please bring them. If you would like to 
     attend, please pre-register before April 8 with Mike Quinn, SO-AN 7 by e-mailing him at 
     Michaelsquinn@gmail.com. If you have any questions, please call Mike at (401) 413-8671. 
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The following classes start at 1900 and take place at Flotilla 65. To register, please place your 
name on the sign-up sheets located on the board in the middle classroom or e-mail Jeff 
VanSkyhawk, FSO-MT, at jdvcgaux@yahoo.com, or call him at 508-451-0100. 
 

 
RADAR OPERATIONS 
     On Tuesday, March 25, at 1900, a workshop will be given in Radar Operations. Procedures 
     and principles will be reviewed to aid in collision avoidance. 
 
NAVIGATION RULES 
     On Tuesday and Wednesday April 1 and 2, at 1900, a special Navigation Rules workshop will 
     take place. Highlights include learning about the different meeting/overtaking/crossing situations; 
     operator responsibilities; light and horn signal requirements; recognition under conditions of 
     clear and restricted visibility; and the vessel’s pecking order, etc. It is highly recommended that 
     students bring a copy of the Navigation Rules to class. Students can download the rules for free 
     (at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/mwv/mwv_files/NR_Files/navrules.pdf ) or purchase them for  
     under $20. 
 
TRAINING FOR NEW VESSEL EXAMINERS 
     On Tuesday evenings, at 1900, beginning April 8, Auxiliarists will be able to attend a five-week 
     training seminar ending with an exam on May 13. This is part of initial qualification. 
 
INSTRUCTOR (1 Hour) WORKSHOP 
     On Wednesday, April 16, at 1900, a one-hour required Instructor Workshop will take place. All 
     instructors must take one of these courses prior to May 31, 2008. 
 
TCT 8-HOUR PROGRAM 
     On Saturday April 19, at 0900, Auxiliarists are invited to take the 8-hour Team Coordination 
     Training (TCT) program. 
 
GPS OPERATIONS 
     On Wednesdays April 30 and May 7, at 1900, a GPS Operations workshop will take place. 
     Students will get hands-on demonstrations of the Garmin 76 or 176 GPS models as well as learn 
     how to set-up one’s GPS; input waypoints and routes; use tide and current tables, etc. Students  
     are encouraged to bring their hand-held GPS to class to practice if time permits. 
 
VESSEL EXAMINER (1-Hour) WORKSHOP 
     On Tuesday May 20, at 1900, there will be a one-hour Vessel Examiner refresher workshop. 
 
TCT (1-Hour) Refresher Course 
     On Wednesday June 18, at 1900, Auxiliarists who need to take their qualifying one-hour TCT 
     refresher course are invited to attend this program. 
 
 
Any one interested in joining or wanting to find out more about our Boat Crew Training and 
Qualifications Program should contact Jeff VanSkyhawk at jdvcgaux@yahoo.com or 508-451-0100. 



 INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE OF E-MAIL FORMS  
 
Submitting your Auxiliary activity hours to AUXDATA? Instead of a paper form, try the new e-mail 
forms available from the CG Auxiliary. Below are the simple steps to making an e-mail form submittal. 
 

1. Go to the FORMS page on the Auxiliary National website: http://forms.cgaux.org 
 

2. The third item on the list is e-mail forms. The forms available include the most common forms used 
by members of Flotilla 65 include: 

·  ANSC 7029- Member Activity Log 
·  ANSC 7030- Activity Report-Mission 
·  ANSC 7038- Activity Report-Vessel Examinations 

 
3. Click on the title of the form you want. You must have Adobe Acrobat Reader version 5.0 or higher 

to access the forms. If you do not have Adobe Acrobat, you can download it for free from the link on 
the Forms page. 

 
4. Fill in the form as you would a paper form. Use the “Tab” button to move from box to box.  

 
5. In the bottom right there is a space to enter the “Recipients e-mail”. Enter ljcarlson950@juno.com 

 
6. Enter your own e-mail address in the box below that. 

 
7. Click on the red SUBMIT button. A box will pop up to indicate items that may be missing. Anything 

listed in parenthesis will be optional. Click OK or press ENTER if there are only optional items 
missing. Otherwise follow the instruction to complete mandatory items. 

 
8. Once the form is sent you will get a receipt on your screen. Go to the bottom of the screen and press 

the PRINT button so that you will have a hard copy of the completed form for your records. 
 

9. Once I receive your form, I will send you a confirmation that the form has been received. If you do 
not hear from me in five days, send me an e-mail. Do NOT resend the form unless I indicate that I 
did not receive it. 

 
 
NOTES ON COMPLETING THE 7030 FORM: 
 

·  After entering the Division (6) and Flotilla (5) and date of mission, click on the box for “Unit/ 
Individual”. This will remove items on the form only used for boat, air or radio missions. 

 
·  When you tab on the Activity Code box, it will bring up a list of activity codes (pick list). You can click 

on the appropriate activity here or, if you know the code you want, simply type it into the box. 
 

·  If you are doing a Marine Safety activity, you will need to fill in the OPCON box. Again, tab over to 
that box and it will bring up a list of CG units, scroll down until you see Sector SENE and click on it 
(there is no separate OPCON for the MSFO New Bedford). 

 
·  If you have any questions about which code to use for a specific activity, please contact me at 

ljcarlson950@juno.com. 
 

 
NOTES ON COMPLETING THE 7029 FORM: 

·  If you don’t have Adobe Acrobat Writer, you will have to complete your 7029 form in one sitting. 
Keep a separate log sheet or list handy and simply transfer the information from the list to the 7029 
form when you are ready to submit a form. 



UPDATING OR CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER OR E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
 

·  If you use e-mail, you don’t need to use a form to update your address, e-mail address or phone 
number. Send the information you wish updated in an e-mail to me at ljcarlson950@juno.com. 

 
·  Remember, if you move to a new town please send me your new phone number as well as your new 

address. 
 

·  E-mail is a very efficient way for us to communicate with you for Auxiliary and ARSBC business. 
PLEASE make sure we have your current and correct e-mail address. If you want to check your e-
mail address, please contact me at ljcarlson950@juno.com.  Members who participate in Boat Crew 
must have a valid e-mail address on file in AUXDATA. 

 
·  If you do not have e-mail, please complete the Change of Member Information Form available in the 

form rack at the ARSBC building. 
 
Thank you for your support, Laurel Carlson, FSO-IS, Ljcarlson950@juno.com, 508-243-2602 
 
 

DATES * AT * A * GLANCE  
 
March 2008 
25 - Radar workshop (1900) 
26 - Flotilla general meeting (1930) 
 
April 2008 
  1 - Navigation Rules workshop (1900) 
  2 - Division 6 Meeting (1930) 
  2 - Navigation Rules workshop (1900) 
  8 - Register for ATON workshop 
  8 - VE training begins (1900) 
  9 - Flotilla staff meeting (1900) 
10 - Deadline for Night at the POPS tickets 
11 - Deadline Spring Conference registration 
12 - ATON Workshop in Warwick, RI 
16 - Instructors Training workshop (1900) 
19 - TCT 8-hour program (0900) 
23 - Flotilla general meeting (1930) 
30 - GPS workshop (1900) 

May 2008 
  1 - Deadline for Aux Photo Contest 
  7 - GPS workshop (1900) 
  7 - Division 6 Meeting (1930) 
14 - Flotilla staff meeting (1900) 
17 to 23: National Safe Boating Week 
20 - VE workshop (1900) 
24 - Night At The POPS in Boston 
25 to 27: Spring Conference, NH 
28 - Flotilla general meeting (1930) 
 
 
June 2008 
  4 - Division Meeting (1930) 
11 - Flotilla staff meeting (1900) 
18 - TCT one-hour refresher course (1900) 
25 - Flotilla general meeting (1930) 
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Mr. Michael Chertoff, Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), would like us to 
know that March 1, 2008 marked the five year anniversary that the DHS began. He acknowledges 
the many accomplishments that DHS has achieved and congratulates the USCG Auxiliary on a job 
well done. He has asked us to “remain ever vigilant as we carry out our mission of securing the 
Homeland. On behalf of the President of the United States and a grateful Nation, we thank you.” 
 

      Answers to quiz on back page: 1 (d), 2 (c), 3 (a), 4 (b), 5 (c), 6 (c) 



QUIZ TIME – How well do you know engines?                    (The answers are on the bottom of the previous page) 
 
1) Prior to starring an enclosed gasoline engine you should… 

a) Check the flame arrestor 
b) Check the gasoline tank 
 

c) Check the battery 
d) Ventilate the bilges and check for gasoline 

leaks 

2) During gasoline fueling all doors, hatches and ports should be
a) Open to windward and closed to leeward 
b) Closed to windward and open to leeward 

c) All closed 
d) All open 

 
3) When fueling gasoline tanks, they should be filled 

a) To near the top but with some space left for gasoline expansion 
b) To the top to expel all vapors from the tanks 
c) To the top so the operator knows how much fuel they have aboard 
d) To the point where there is sufficient fuel for the planned trip and to avoid excess weight on board 

 
4) Which of the following devices is required to be installed on the carburetor of a gasoline engine? 

a) Box of sawdust 
b) Flame arrestor 

c) Drip collector 
d) Vent 

 
5) The carburetor is placed on the engine to: 

a) Assist in priming the cylinders 
b) Distribute the gasoline 

c) Mix the fuel and air 
d) Properly lubricate the engine 

 
6) Where should the tops of vents from gasoline tanks terminate? 

a) Inside the cabin near the overhead 
b) Underwater 
 

c) In open air 
d) In machinery spaces near the engine 

intake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


