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       This publication is covered by the Privacy Act of 1974 
       Editor: Rona Trachtenberg FSO-PA at Flotilla 65 1NR 
       Contact: (508) 999-7280   or   Ladywriter45@aol.com 

 
Message from Don Norris, FC  
 
Dear Fellow Auxiliarists, 
 
As Flotilla Commander, this past year has been extremely rewarding. Flotilla 65 has been active in 
the community and on the water. Here are some impressive accomplishments compiled by Laurel 
Carlson, our IS officer. As of December 2, 2007, flotilla members have logged: 
 

5546 mission hours while completing 534 missions. 

7 public education classes have been completed with 156 graduates of the 162 initially 
enrolled. Of that number, 90 graduates were under the age of 17. 

174 vessel safety exams have been conducted of which 88 were first-time inspections 
and 31 were inspections of high-risk vessels. Our vessel examiners also inspected 119 
Operational Facilities and 33 Commercial Fishing Vessels. 

Our public affairs and outreach efforts at boat shows, parades, and various retail 
locations have reached out to over 4500 people and our Marine Dealer Visitor program 
has made 42 visits to our recreational boating safety partners. 

Remember, December 30 is the last day to submit activity information for 2007. Let’s make sure we 
recognize all of our good work and hours. 
 
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Flotilla Commander. I hope you give my 
successor the same respect and enthusiasm. 
 
Fair winds to you all! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Don 
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M * E * M * B * E * R        O * P * P * O * R * T * U * N * I * T * I * E * S  
 
 
2008 Boat Shows 
 
We are blessed with not one but two boat shows in January. Hey, the more the merrier for us to 
spread the word about boating safety! Now is your chance to learn how to become an exhibit 
specialist. Even shy people can do this. All you need is a smile, some enthusiasm and a uniform. If 
you need a uniform, we will help you buy one. If you are interested, we will match you with an 
experienced Auxiliarist for a short two-hour watch to get your feet wet. One perk is that you get into 
the boat show for free. After your tour of duty, you can blend into the crowd. This is an easy and fun 
way to earn hours and perform a necessary mission. 



a) Providence Boat Show – January 3 to 6 – at the Rhode Island Convention Center 
This 15th annual event attracts over 25,000 visitors and features power and sail boats, vendors 
selling safety equipment and fishing gear. For more information about the show, visit the 
website at www.providenceboatshow.com. Anyone interested in volunteering, please contact 
Jim Collinson, at (401) 474-8319 or e-mail him at GUARROOT@cox.net. 
 
 

b) New England Boat Show – January 12 to 20 – at the Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
This 52nd annual event is touted as the oldest, largest, and most respected boating marketplace 
in the Northeast. It takes place in the new, state of the art BCEC and features 500,000 square 
feet of exhibit space, 350 vendors of marine accessories and fully rigged 50 foot power and 
sailboats. For more information, visit the website www.naexpo.com/boatshow. To volunteer, 
contact Jim Healy at vonfyhren@att.net. 

 
 
2008 Winter Training Conference 
 
The Boston Marriott in Quincy will be the location for the Winter Training Conference which will 
take place from January 4 to 6, 2008. Highlights include: 
 
 

·  Friday night “all you can eat” Prime Rib Dinner for $14.95 in the Kilroy’s Irish Pub and 
Hancock’s Restaurant of the hotel. 

 
·  Saturday morning guest speaker, Linda Greenlaw, captain of the Grand Banks sword fishing 

boat The Hannah Boden portrayed in the movie Perfect Storm. She will discuss her books 
The Hungry Ocean, All Fishermen Are Liars, The Lobster Chronicles,  Slipknot, and Recipes 
from a Very Small Island. 

 
 

·  Saturday luncheon guest speaker is CDR William Bullard, USN, Commanding Officer USS 
Constitution. Lunch will consist of minestrone soup, seared chicken dijonaise, chef’s winter 
vegetables, mashed potatoes, rolls & butter, New York cheesecake with strawberry topping, 
coffee and tea. 

 
 

·  Saturday evening features a Commodore’s Ball with a sumptuous dinner of roasted marinated 
pork loin, oven roasted potatoes, specialty house salad, dinner rolls & butter, chocolate 
tuxedo cake, coffee and tea. There will also be entertainment, music by DJ Jim Cates (DIV 
3), dancing, cash bar, and Change of Watch, with remarks by ADM Sullivan. 

 
 
There will be training sessions for ATON, Communications, and FC/VFC; staff updates in every 
discipline; as well as swim qualifications, ICS review and testing. If you need to take Team 
Coordination Training (TCT) you must pre-register. Please see your conference brochure for details. 
If you didn’t get a brochure, please contact me, Rona Trachtenberg, (508) 999-7280 and I will send 
you a copy. 



2008 Member Training 
 
Jeff Vanskyhawk, FSO-MT, has prepared the following three winter classes for members: 
 

·  Jan 15 to Mar 4: AUXPAT taught by Bob Millette 
 
·  Jan 17: Mandatory Instructor Workshop. All qualified instructors must take this one-hour 
                   workshop by June 30, 2008. 

 
·  Jan 24 to Apr 26: AUXNAV taught by Laurel Carlson 

 
AUXPAT  -- The Patrols Specialist is another genuine asset to the Auxiliary operations activities. 
This individual fully understands the complete spectrum of operational patrol activities, both on the 
water and in the air, such as: Safety Patrol, Search and Rescue (SAR), Regattas spectator safety 
control, Chart Updating/Aids to Navigation Patrols, to name a few. Practical knowledge achieved by 
the Patrol Specialist engenders a keen awareness of, and response to, emergency situations, without 
jeopardizing the crew and facility. [10 hours] 
 
AUXNAV  -- The Navigation Specialist is a genuine asset to the Auxiliary operations activities. This 
individual knows where their vessel is at any given time and keeps it from danger. They are also 
well prepared to participate in our Public Education program, teaching the piloting portion of our 
basic courses as well as Basic Coastal Navigation (BCN) and Advanced Coastal Navigation (ACN) 
courses. This course is open to the public as well as members. Class size is limited. [32 hours] 
 
Sign-up sheets for all three classes are posted on the bulletin board in the middle classroom. 
 
 
Launching of History Webpage 
The U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary has just launched its history webpage at www.history.auxpa.org. 
This is the most comprehensive national set of historic data available to members and researchers 
worldwide. Preserving and promulgating the Auxiliary’s contributions to safe boating and the 
nation’s security is a key function of leadership at all levels. All elected and appointed officers 
should be well versed in our traditions and accomplishments, help preserve records for the future, 
and promote our history as part of the promotion of the Auxiliary. But every member can participate 
in the history program, too, by collecting information on Auxiliary activities and artifacts and 
making our history known to members, the Coast Guard, and the public. Members can determine 
how they can best contribute to the history program by clicking on “Program Components” on the 
homepage. Today’s news is tomorrow’s history. Let’s do our part for Public Affairs. 
 
 
REMINDER: ICS Completion Deadlines are Coming Up Fast! 
Many Auxiliarists will need to have completed certain ICS courses prior to December 30, 2007. For 
more information, visit http://www.auxodept.org/documents/FAQonICS5_06.pdf to get your ICS 
questions answered. 
 
For Auxiliarists wishing to learn more about emergency management and contingency planning, 
FEMA offers FREE courses. Visit http://training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp  for details. 



FIRST  DISTRICT  UNITES  FOR  PLYMOUTH  THANKSGIVIN G  DAY  PARADE 
 
By Rona Trachtenberg 
 

Forty-seven Auxiliarists, from three 
divisions, met on the cold morning of 
Nov. 17 to march in the 13th annual 
Thanksgiving Parade in Plymouth. 
One member even came from as far as 
Brooklyn, NY. 
 

This was the third year the Auxiliary 
had been invited to participate and we 
didn’t disappoint. 
 

PFD Panda (aka Lee Harrison) thrilled 
children of all ages who ran to him for 
hugs. One young girl exclaimed, 
“Look, here comes Panda Lifeguard.” 

 
Our Color Guard stood proud and tall thanks to their new uniforms and banner. Onlookers could be 
heard saying, “Look they are all marching in step.” The Aviation Unit was duly represented in their 
smart-looking green flight jumpsuits. The RHIB, on loan from USCG Station Pt. Allerton, was 
flanked by a sea of orange Mustang-clad Auxiliarists who were, by far, dressed the warmest. 
 
Toward the end of the 1.5 mile walk, a loud sound from above surprised us all as a Falcon Jet flew 
overhead and buzzed our contingent twice. We all got goose bumps and the crowd cheered. As we 
approached the Reviewing Stand, we saluted Renelle Le Blanc VCO 1NR and CAPT Slein 
USCG. When the parade was over, the audience viewed a Search & Rescue demonstration complete 
with helicopter, “victim,” and shore-side narration compliments of the Harbor Master and USCG. 
 
Thanks go to our “inside man” Jim Lambert, FC of FL-64, who is a member of the Plymouth Parade 
Committee and arranged for the USCG Ceremonial Honor Guard to perform for us all. 
 
 
 

DATES * AT * A * GLANCE  
 
December 
19 - Flotilla general meeting/elections (1930) 
 
January 2008 
3-6 - Providence Boat Show (Rhode Island) 
4-6 - Winter Conference 
9 - Division Meeting 1930 (Plymouth) 
9 - Flotilla staff meeting (1900) 
12-20 - New England Boat Show (Boston) 
15 - AUX PATROL class starts 

17 - Instructor Workshop. 
23 - Flotilla general meeting (1930) 
24 - AUXNAV class starts 
 
February 2008 
2 - Division Change of Watch 
6 - Division Meeting 1930 (Plymouth) 
13 - Flotilla staff meeting (1900) 
16 – Flotilla Change of Watch (1800) 
27 - Flotilla general meeting (1930) 



A Mission Under The Stars 
 
Story by Bob Livolsi and edited by Rona Trachtenberg 
 
This past September, Bob Livolsi was among four Auxiliarists that qualified for and was selected to 
serve a three-week mission aboard the Eagle as Navigators of the Watch (NOW). This program is 
made possible thanks to Coast Guard George White, Aux Liaison - USCGC Eagle. 
 
Bob documented his wonderful experience which began with a four-day orientation in New London. 
After studying the “Know Your Ship” document, the four men were able to find their way out of 
their berthing areas by two different routes blindfolded – a requirement for all crew members. 
 
“We Auxiliarists were treated no differently than the crew,” said Bob. This afforded them with some 
interesting real-life experiences. “We slept in quarters with 12 racks (cots) three to a tier; balanced 
food trays as we walked down the ladder from the main deck to the mess area; and used water 
conservation techniques for showering.” 
 
The “Qualification Package” listed all the tasks (Seamanship, Navigation, Weather, etc.) that the 
Auxiliarists had to perform before getting sign-offs for qualification as a NOW. Thanks to taking 
many Auxiliary courses, Bob found that he was able to “speak the same language and plot courses 
exactly the same way as the crew.” All the Auxiliarists characterized the crew to be “extremely 
helpful, polite and multi-faceted at their assignments.” 
 

The Boatswain Mates were skilled in 
deck seamanship, marlinspike, sail 
repair, ship/sail handling and 
navigation. They were also Navigators 
of the Watch and as such were 
knowledgeable in plotting courses, 
determining fixes, using the collision 
avoidance radar and taking celestial 
observations. “We four Auxiliarists 
were their ‘break-in assistants’ and 
stood watches around the clock, four 
hours on and eight hours off when at 
sea.” The four also helped maintain the 
ship’s logs, work out plots and assist in 

training Officer Candidates in celestial navigation … a skill in which Bob has been trained. 
 
The Eagle navigated from New London, under the Verazzano Bridge, up the Hudson and East 
Rivers to moor in Manhattan. Upon departure, the Eagle traversed the length of the Chesapeake Bay 
before it dry docked in Baltimore, MD. 
 
“I've always wanted the experience of navigating beyond the sight of land,” concluded Bob. “It was 
a plus being aboard a square rigged ship from the past.” The Eagle is a training ship and an 
Ambassador of U.S. Goodwill. All the Auxiliarists received the much coveted Eagle ball cap from 
CAPT Sinnett, USCG Commanding Officer, and got to spend many clear nights admiring the stars. 
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(left to right) Division Captain Robert Millette presents 
Warren Washburn, VFC of FL 63, with a 25-year 
certificate as Robert Murphy, FC of FL 63, looks on. 
Photo by S. Stefan. 
 

 
 
On November 30, Michael McCormack, Bob Millette 
and Jim Lambert presented Mr. Frank Cerce, Ocean 
Spray’s Manager Officer Services, with a plaque of 
appreciation for allowing Division 6 to utilize their 
space for meetings. Photo by Mary Baumgartner.

* Michael McCormack recently completed the DHS/FEMA course as an ICS Instructor. 
 
* Vic Bala received a USCG Meritorious Team Commendation from Commandant Sullivan for his 
    efforts as Commercial Fishing Vessel Examiner in 2006. 
 
* Jim Leal, former Auxiliary member, was awarded Veteran of the Year award by the Veterans 
   Transition Center. Fairhaven Selectmen named Nov. 9 as James R. Leal Appreciation Day. 
 
Let’s Say ‘Thank You’ to Our Soldiers! 
 

Why not take a moment to thank a soldier with an electronic card. Simply go to the website 
www.letssaythanks.com, click on the card design you like the best and then click on one of the many 
‘thank you’ phrases that best fits the sentiment you want to communicate. The website’s organizers 
will print the card and send it to a soldier that is currently serving in Iraq. You can’t choose who will 
get your card, but be assured it will go to a member of the Armed services. With just two clicks, you 
can show your patriotic support during this holiday season. 
 
With deepest regrets 
 
On December 1, Bob Kocor’s mother, Anne A. (Turgeon) Kocor, passed away at the age of 94.  
 
On November 24, Tony Lockwood, of Flotilla 64, passed away at the age of 63. Donations in his 
memory may be made to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute, for skin cancer research, www.dana-
farber.org, or Southcoast Hospice, www.schospice.org. 

 
           Answers to the quiz on the back page: 1(b), 2(b), 3(d), 4(c), 5(c), 6(a) 



QUIZ TIME – How well do you know your shapes?             (The answers are on the bottom of the previous page) 
 
1) During the day, a vessel with a tow over 200 meters in length will show  

a) A black ball 
b) A diamond shape 

c) Two cones, points together 
d) One cone, point upward 

 
2) A rigid replica of the International Code flag “A” may be shown by a vessel 

a) Pulling a submarine cable 
b) Engaged in diving operations 

c) Engaged in underway replenishment 
d) Transferring explosives 

 
3) Which vessel would display a cone with point downward 

a) a fishing vessel with outlying gear 
b) a vessel engaged in diving operations 
c) a vessel being towed 

d) a vessel proceeding under both sail and 
engine 

 
4) During the day, a vessel picking up a submarine cable would display 

a) Three shapes - the highest and lowest are red balls and the middle is a white diamond 
b) Two black balls 
c) Three shapes - the highest and lowest are black balls and the middle is a black diamond 
d) Three shapes - the highest and lowest are black balls and the middle is a red diamond 

 
5) What day shape must be shown by a vessel 25 meters in length that is aground 

a) One black ball 
b) Two black balls 

c) Three black balls 
d) Four black balls 

 
6) A 25-meter fishing vessel engaged in trawling will show a day shape that consists of  

a) Two cones, points together 
b) Two balls 

c) A Basket 
d) One cone, point downward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


